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IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR ALL 
VIRGINIA PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

Executive Order Issued by Governor Ralph Northam 
March 13, 2020 

This afternoon (3/13/2020) Governor Northam issued an Executive Order to CLOSE all schools beginning on 
Monday, March 16, 2020. This order states schools are to be CLOSED beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 for a 
period of no less than 2 weeks. 

Dr. James Lane, State Superintendent of Public Instruction just held a conference call to review with school 
divisions across the Commonwealth the specifics of the Governor's Executive Order. A great deal of clarification 
was gained around several key issues that have been raised since issuance of the order. 

It was made abundantly clear that Governor Northam’s Executive Order, though not explicitly stated, applies to 
ALL schools, public and private. 

ALL private schools should follow the order of the Governor 
to CLOSE schools for a period of no less than 2 weeks. 

During the ordered closure of schools Governor Northam, Dr. Lane, the Virginia Board of Education and the 
Virginia Department of Education will work to define criteria around the re-opening of schools. The Governor’s 
highest priority is to maintain public health, safety and welfare of the people of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Please be mindful of the fluidity around this situation and understand that the possibility exists for a longer 
closure of schools beyond the ordered 2 weeks. 

Important take-aways from Dr. Lane’s message during 
today’s conference call: 

1. Any day schools are closed under the direction of an Executive Order will not be required to be made up. 

• Schools will NOT be required to make up any days within the period of March 16 through March 27 (10 
days total). 

• If the Governor extends his Order those days will be treated in the same manner. 

2.  ANY and ALL school activities are part of the Governor’s Executive Order to close schools. 
   

 


