
New Year, Same Goals!

Hello everyone! 
I am truly looking  forward to all of the endeavors and opportuni-
ties this new year will bring, but most importantly, I look forward to 
remaining steadfast in our mission to provide our students with the 
knowledge and skills essential for their successful integration into 
the community. They are the reason our whole team is here, and our 
passion for their well-being and success comes first.   
Thank you for your support, and trusting us with your child’s suc-
cess. Please stay tuned for what’s to come. 
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A message from the APTS CEO...

- Alan El Tagi

A sense of purpose and excitement coursed through the bus as 
students waited to hit the road. On the docket for the day: a field 
trip to Walmart and Costco.  

These trips, organized and run weekly by our Related Services 
staff, are designed to allow students to practice essential life skills 
such as appropriate behavior in public settings, decision making, 
identifying products, and money management. The items bought at 
the store will be used for the campus’s student-run food cart. The 
food cart sells snacks and beverages to staff and allows students 
another opportunity to practice handling money as well as provid-
ing customer service.   

At the stores, equipped with a visual list of the required items, the 
students carefully scanned the shelves. From hummus to popcorn 
to flavored water, each item was identified, verified against the list 
and carefully placed in the basket. Finally, the corresponding photo 
was detached from the list and placed in the “DONE” bag. 
 
At checkout, some students loaded items on the conveyor belt 
while others identified the appropriate bills needed to satisfy the 
total. 

Finally, students collaborated to load the items into the bus, hand-
ing over bags and boxes to the driver. Upon arriving back at school, 
the students unloaded the items from the bus, labeled them with 
price stickers, then stored them until they were ready to be sold. 

While the trip offered a break from the daily routine of school, 
it provided students an important opportunity to practice vital 
critical thinking, money handling and social skills learned at APTS 
in a “real world” environment. We greatly enjoy the smiles outings 
like these bring to the faces of our students and are always proud 
of their ability to demonstrate their independence and wide range 
of skills.

A Mid-January Adventure
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Important Dates

Our newly expanded nursing team is excited to provide 
the utmost care for your students. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, feel free to contact the campus nurse or 
the nurse manager.

Nursing Staff Contacts :
Alexandria Campus- Nurse D & Nurse Freda (703)-766-
8708
Manassas Campus- Nurse Jenn  (703)-365-7494
Stafford East Campus- Nurse Mina (540)-373-8760
Stafford West Campus- Nurse Sue (540)-479-1701
APTS Nurse Manager- Nurse Jenn (703)-365-7494
 jbenzel@aptsprograms.org

We are still in the midst of cold and flu season.  We would 
like to share a helpful chart with you to help you deter-
mine if your symptoms line up with the common cold, or if 
you may have the flu.

Nurse’s Corner

If your child has a fever of 100.0 or more they should not 
report to school.  Your child needs to be fever free for 
24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications 

before they return to school.

Stay Looped in!

Please follow our social media pages, and look 
forward to consistent updates on anything from 
weather delays, to student photos and outings, 

campus events, blog posts and more! 

@APTSprograms

@APTSinc_

@APTSinc

Student Early 
Dismissal (11:45 am)

◊ Mon 3/9
◊ Tue 3/10
◊ Mon 4/13
◊ Tue 4/14

Holiday Closures
◊ Mon 4/6
◊ Tue 4/7
◊ Wed 4/8

◊ Thurs 4/9
◊ Fri 4/10
◊ Mon 5/25

◊ Mon 5/11
◊ Tues 5/12
◊ Mon 6/8
◊ Tues 6/9

Reminder: 

Weather-Related Closures 
and Delays

In the event of severe weather conditions 
each campus will follow their assigned county. 

• APTS Alexandria Campus will follow 
the Fairfax County Public School’s 
schedule of closings. 

• APTS Stafford East and West Cam-
puses will follow the Stafford County 
Public School’s schedule of closings. 

• APTS Manassas Campus will follow 
the Manassas City Public School’s 
schedule of closings.
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